CHAPTER    X
COMMITMENTS,   CONSTITUTIONAL
PROPOSALS,   DELAYS
IN the few months following the Armistice, it became in-
creasingly evident that any original intention or desire which
H.M. Government may have had of giving effect to their
promises to guarantee Arab independence1 would be circum-
scribed by the necessity of preserving the Entente cordiale in the
face of more pressing problems arising in Europe and by
imperial interests, held to be even more insistent than at any
time before or during the war.
In Syria, it became clear that the Arab Government set up
at Damascus chiefly by the efforts of Colonel Lawrence, with
the concurrence of H.M. Government, in accordance with the
promises of 1915-16 and the Declaration of Cairo, June nth,
1918,2 that Arabs should keep what Arabs could win, would be
abandoned to French protection, in exchange for compensation
elsewhere. The advice given to Amir Faisal, both before and
during his visit to Europe in the winter and spring of 1918 and
igig,3 was but a warning of the application of the Sykes-Picot
Agreement, revised along lines discussed by Lloyd George and
Clemenceau in December, igiS,4 and formalized at the San
Remo Conference in April, 1920.
In return for British concurrence in the application of French
1 Lawrence, although one of the chief agents in convincing the Arabs that
these promises were genuine, was sceptical throughout the war of the intention
of H M Government to fulfil them. Op. cit., pp, 502, 545,550-2, 556, 608. Also
Philby, Sunday Times, July aist, 1935.  The reported understanding between
Lloyd George and Clemenceau, December, 1918, HP.C.P., Vol. vi, p. 141, also
gi\es the same impression, although at the secret meeting of the Four Powers,
March 2Oth, 1919 (Baker, R. S., Woodrow Wilson and World Settlement, Vol. in,
pp  1-19), the former defended the British promises to the Arabs
2 Lawrence, op. cit., p. 555, Young, Sir H. W , op. cit., pp. 276-7.
3 H.P C.P., Vol. vr, pp. 142, 144.
4 Tardieu, A., in L'Illustration, June i9th, 1920. His account seems confirmed
by Baker, op. cit., Vol. i, pp. 78-9.
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